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PRICES& ADVERTISED  FREQUENCY  of  LITH.  COINS  1981-82 


PRICES  and  NUMBER  OF  LITHUANIAN  COINS  OFFERED  FOR  SALE  IN  THE  U.S.  DURING  I98I  & 82 


DENOM- 

INATION 

Very  Fine 

LOW  AVG.  CAT. 

HI. 

TN"^ 

Extremely  Fine  & AU 

LOW  AVG.  CAT.  HI. 

TN. 

Uncirculated  & BU 

LOW  AVe.  CAT. 

HI. 

TN. 

TNC"'"'’ 

mintage 

Ic,  1925 

2 

5.8 

4 

12 

5 

4.5 

11 

7 

24 

7 

12.7 

23.5 

16 

50 

10 

22 

5 

Ic,  1936 

1.7 

4.2 

3 

6.5 

5 

4 

9.1 

7 

17 

8 

8 

11.5 

10 

19 

12 

26 

10 

2c,  1936 

3.7 

5.5 

4 

9 

4 

6.5 

12.3 

8 

21 

3 

16 

20 

18.5 

26 

3 

10 

5 

5c,  1925 

3 

5.7 

4 

10 

7 

3.5 

6.8 

6.5 

14 

10 

14 

16 

15 

19 

2 

20 

12 

5c,  1936 

7 

7.7 

4 

9 

3 

7 

13.4 

8 

19 

7 

11 

19.6 

16.5 

27 

3 

13 

5 

10c,  1925 

2.2 

5.6 

3.5 

14 

14 

4.5 

9.5 

8 

21 

6 

17 

27.5 

15 

38 

4 

27 

12 

20c,  1925 

3.5 

8.1 

3.5 

13 

7 

- 

7.5 

8 

— 

1 

16 

28.4 

17.5 

45 

5 

15 

8 

50c, *1925 

9 

13.2 

9 

17 

5 

10 

17.7 

15 

24 

4 

32 

36.5 

22.5 

43 

4 

15 

5 

IL,  1925 

3 

6.7 

5 

12 

10 

5 

11.8 

10 

21 

19 

10 

16 

15 

22 

2 

32 

6 

2L,*1925 

3.7 

8.1 

5 

15 

15 

7 

13.1 

8.5 

24. 

5 15 

- 

55 

20 

- 

1 

35 

3 

5L,  1925 

10 

16.8 

10 

27 

11 

10 

24.3 

15 

42 

18 

- 

- 

35 

- 

- 

30 

1 

5L,  1936 

6 

9.7 

10 

15 

18 

7.7 

15 

12.5  35 

38 

10.5 

21.6 

17.5 

25 

7 

64 

2.6 

lOL,  1936 

15 

22.8 

20 

36 

11 

13 

28.2 

30 

45 

38 

33 

54 

45 

69 

5 

54 

.72 

lOL,  1938 

7 

18.5 

30 

24 

2 

29.5 

44.5 

50 

60 

19 

45 

68.4 

85 

95 

9 

30 

.17 

•Prices  on  this  denomination  were  increased  in  the  1983  Krause  catalog. 

^TN  is  Total  Number  of  times  the  denomination  in  this  grade  was  offered  for  sale. 
■‘■■*’TNC  is~the  Total  Number  of  Coins  offered  for  sale  in  this  denomination  in  any  grade. 
Mintage  is  in  millions. 


RARE  1938  10  LITU  BANKNOTE 
SOLDAT  L.N.A.  MEETING] 

We  held  our  LNA  meeting  December  11  at  the  New 
York  International  show,  and  even  we  were  surpri- 
sed! The  highlight  of  the  meeting  was  not  Vince 
Alones'  slide  presentation  of  Lithuanian  currency 
, but  the  presence  of  a genuine  P-28  1938  10  Litij 
PAVYZDYS  banknote! 

It  was  brought  in  by  a former  bank  of  Lithua- 
nia employee,  who  brought  it  with  him  when  he 
fled  in  19^^.  This  person  also  was  one  of  '^onas 
K.  Karys’  professors  in  Lithuania!  Anyway,  it  cr- 
eated quite  a stirr  among  members  and  dealers 
alike,  as  it  was  passed  around  the  room  during 
the  meeting,  a very  distracting  scene,  indeed! 

The  note  was  eventually  sold  to  a very  fortunate 
LNA  member.  This  is  the  first  time  in  several 
years  this  rare  note  has  even  appeared  in  public, 
(For  it's  history,  see  The  Knight.  April-May,  & 
June-July,  I98O) 

Seventeen  attended  our  meeting,  including  some 
local  Lithuanians  from  the  New  York  area.  We 
thank  everyone  who  attended,  aril  look  forward  to 
having  our  next  LNA  meeting,  tentatively  at  the 
Chicago  International  Coin  Fair  March  17-19*  The 
date,  room,  and  time  will  be  announced  later. 

Another  highlight  at  the  New  York  show  itself 


By 

GUNTIS  KUSKEVICS,  PhD. 

Over  the  last  two  Krause  catalog  years  ending 
in  August  '82,  the  advertised  frequency  and  pr- 
ices for  Baltic  coins  and  notes  has  been  recor- 
ded by  this  author.  The  results  for  modem  Lith- 
uanian coins  are  tabulated  here.  The  tabulation 
shows  the  number  of  coins  offered  in  the  various 
grades,  and  the  lowest,  average,  and  highest 
prices  for  each  grade. 

This  Latvian-born  author  started  his  research 
to  see  if  there  is  any  correlation  between  the 
advertised  frequency  and  the  original  mintage, 
and  to  find  out  if  some  of  the  Latvian  coins 
designated  as  "scarce"  by  dealers  and  catalogs 
actually  were  scarce,  and  whether  their  high 
prices  were  justified. 

A similar  tabulation  for  Latvian  coins  showed 
that  the  1931  1 santims  usually  called  "scarce" 
was  offered  from  5 to  10  times  more  frequently 
than  any  other  1 santims,  and  90%  of  the  coins 
'were  uncirculated,  or  even  choice,  gem,  and  red. 
Thus  the  higher  price  for  the  1939  1 santims  is 
not  justified. 

Advertisments  in  World  Coin  News,  The  Knight, 
various  dealer's  lists,  and  some  coins  offered 
at  shows  were  included  with  an  attempt  to  exclude 
obvious  repeated  offers  of  the  same  coin. 

Continued  on  page  5 , . . . 


Continued  on  next  page,,,. 


2.  COINS  OF  THE 

DUCHY  OF  WARSAW  1807-14 


With  the  final  partition  of  the  Polish-Lithuanian  Com- 
monwealth in  1795»  and  the  failure  of  the  Kosciuszko  Insur- 
rection, the  nation  was  wiped  from  the  map  of  Europe  by  the 
combined  armies  of  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Austria,  As  its 
part  of  the  booty,  Russia  occupied  most  of  Lithuania  up  to 
the  Nemunas  River,  including  the  palatinates  of  Brasta, 
Novogrod,  Semigalle,  Courlauid,  the  greater  part  of  Saraog- 
itia,  and  portions  of  Volhynia.  Prussia  received  southwes- 
tern Lithuania  (Suvalkija),  which  included  the  cities  of 
Augustavas,  Seinai,  Suvalkai,  and  Marijampole.  It  also  rec- 
eived central  Poland,  with  Warsaw,  Its  spoils  included  the 
palatinates  of  Podolia,  Mazovia,  Troki,  and  Samogitia,  sit- 
uated on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bug  and  left  bank  of  the 
Nemunas  Rivers,  Austria  occupied  the  remaining  parts  of 
Poland  including  the  southwestern  tip  of  Lithuania  between 
the  Bug  and  Parczew  Rivers, 

Hopes  for  the  liberation  of  Lith- 
uania and  Poland  quickly  turned  to 
France  which  had  been  the  only  nation 
to  object  to  the  partition  and  destru- 
ction of  the  Commonwealth.  Thousands 
of  Lithuanians  and  Poles  who  refused 
to  lay  down  their  arms  fled  their 
countries  to  enlist  under  the  banner 
of  Napoleon,  He  quickly  realized  the 
potential  these  soldiers  offered  euid 
in  1797  formed  them  into  the  Polish 
Legion  Auxilliary  to  the  Republic  of 
Lombardy  during  the  Italian  Campaign, 
From  this  initial  Polish-Lithuanieui 
unit,  Napoleon  would  add  such  regim- 
ents as  the  Vistula  Legion,  the  Vis- 
tula Lancers,  the  Danube  Legion,  the 
Legion  of  the  North,  and  the  Polish 
and  Lithuanian  Lancer  Regiments  of  the 
Imperial  Guard,  These  units  along  with 
twelve  others  formed  during  the  l8l2 
Russian  Campaign  would  follow  Napoleon 
to  his  end  in  the  hopes  of  liberating 
Lithuania. 

Napoleon’s  victories  against  the 
Prussians,  Austrians,  and  Russians 
during  the  I806  German  Campaing  found  him  in  possession  of 
several  former  Polish-Lithuanian  palatinates  annexed  by 
Prussia,  While  preparing  for  peace  negotiations  at  Tilze 
(Tilsit),  A Lithuanian  delegation  proposed  to  organize  a 
revolt  against  Russia  if  France  would  assist.  The  Emperor 
was  not  favorable  and  the  envoys  returned  home  very  depr- 
essed . 


Above:  1 Grosze, 
G-2461 


LNA  MEETING... 

was  the  appearance  of  an  original  roll  ’ 
of  Lithuanian  Y-9  1936  1 centas  coins! 
This  was  offered  for  sale  by  a dealer 
for  $1,000  ($750  for  the  coins,  $250 
for  the  wrapper!),  but  was  not  sold, 
even  though  he  reduced  the  price.  The 
wrapper  stated:  "LIETUVOS  BANKAS,  50 
MONETU  PO  I CENTS,  CT.  50.  PRASOMA 
PATIKRINTI  FRIE  KASOS,”  which  transla- 
tes, "Bank  of  Lithuania,  50  coins  of 
1 cents,  count  50,  We’re  asking  that 
/■ou  verify  [the  count  of  coins]  before 
[in  front  of]  the  teller,"  Note  that 
the  bank  wrapper  uses  CENTS  instead  of 
the  proper  Lithuanian  plural  form,  i,e. 
centas,  or  centq. 

Other  items  offered  for  sale,  but 
not  sold  were:  a 5 gold  Lithuanian 
ducat  of  1622,  a 1,000  Litq  PAVYZDYS 
banknote  in  VF,  a l66^  copper  soldius 
with  a strange  "hand"  counterstamp,  and 
three  P-20  1922  100  Litq  notes  in  VG, 
(the  latter  we  know  the  dealer,  write 
us  if  interested,  we’ll  forward  your 
letter;  he  is  an  LNA  member). 

The  major  topic  of  discussion  cen- 
tered around  the  fact  that  we  have  been 
attracting  Baltic  collectors,  especia- 
lly Latvian.  In  accordance  with  our 
original  statement  of  purpose,  we  wel- 
come and  encourage  articles  on  all  ph- 
ases of  Baltic  numismatics. 

We  would  appreciate  readers’  com- 
ments as  to  whether  we  should  have  our 
knowlegable  Latvian  collectors  be  in 
charge  of  their  own  paper/section  as 
part  of  our  LNA  membership,  or  whether 
they  would  like  to  form  their  own  Lat- 
vian Numismatic  Society, 

Either  way,  Latvian  numismatics 
is  sure  to  "burst  wide  open"  and  when 
it  does,  we  want  to  be  ready.  We're 
willing  to  help  either  way.  Any  ambit- 
ious Latvian  collector  is  welcome  to 
write,  and  we’ll  share  ideas.  To  get 
an  LNS  going  it  would  take  two  or  thr- 
ee key  persons,  at  least.  We  would  be 
more  than  happy  to  help  get  this  star- 
ted and  would  work  closely  with  LNS 
leaders  to  see  it  is  successful. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  would  wel- 
come our  Latvian  friends  having  their 
own  publication  along  with  our  mailing. 
They  would  be  in  charge  of  their  own 
section.  Whatever  the  case,  we've  men- 
tioned this  for  the  purpose  of  plann- 
ing for  the  future!  What  would  YOU 
like?  Would  YOU  be  willing  to  help? 

If  so,  let  us  know!  Include  in  your 
letter  some  of  your  goals,  ideas,  tal- 
ents, and  what  you  would  like  to  do  to 

help. 


Continued  on  page  5*»*» 
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FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH.  By  Frank  Paseic,  Tulsa, 

1925  Y-8  5 LITAI  COIN 

Y-8,  5 Litai,  1925 
Weight:  13.5  gr.  Diameter:  30  mm. 

.2170  troy  ounce  actual  silver  weight 
Metal  content:  .5OO  silver,  .500  copper 
Mint : London  Mint 

Mintage:  1,000,121  (5  million  litas' 
worth,  or  U.S.  $500,000) 

Value  at  issuance:  U.S.  50<f 
Specimens:  LNA-8a,  presentation  set 
piece,  (1  known) 

In  the  past  several  issues  we  have 
made  a wide  survey  of  some  of  the  coll- 
ectable Lithuanian  numismatic  items,  and 
some  not-so-collectable.  For  the  benefit 
of  our  newer  readers,  and  for  those  with 
small  purses,  we'd  like  to  go  back  to  the 
basics  this  time  and  present  as  our  fea- 
ture a Lithuanism  coin  used  during  the 
period  of  independence  1918-19^0, 

OBVERSE  DESCRIPTION:  The  legend 
reads  "LIETUVOS  RESPUBLIKA,"  meaning 
"Republic  of  Lithuania,"  In  the  center  is 
the  Lithuaniam  national  emblem,  Vytis, 
meaning  "knight."  This  symbol  first  app- 
eared on  coins  issued  in  the  l4th  century, 
and  the  rider  on  the  horse  originally  was 
Grand  Duke  Kestutis,  The  rider  holds  a 
shield  with  a double-barred  cross.  This 
was  added  by  Grand  Duke  Jogaila  as  a sym- 
bol of  his  union/marriage  with  Poland's 
Queen  Jadwiga, 

Under  the  Vytis  appears  another  old 
Lithuanian  emblem,  the  "Columns  of  Gedi- 
minas,"  associated  with  the  gates  of  the 
capital  city  Vilnius,  founded  by  Grand 
Duke  Gediminas  in  1323*  This  emblem  bec- 
ame identified  with  the  Gediminas  Dynasty 
which  lasted  over  200  years. 

The  date,  "1925”  appears  below  at  the 
bottom,  with  a stylized  ruta  (rue)  leaf 
at  each  side  of  the  date.  The  perimeter  is 
lined  with  fine  denticles,  as  is  the  rev- 
erse. 

REVERSE  DESCRIPTION:  Placed  in  the 
center  is  "5  PET'fKI  LITAI."  A large  wreath 
of  flax,  used  in  making  cloth,  or  true 
linen,  is  depicted  on  the  sides.  The  manu- 
facture of  linen/flax  was  a leading  Lith- 
uanian industry  during  the  period  of  free- 
dom. The  wreath  contains  large  pods,  which 
are  found  on  the  stems.  The  flax  pod  cont- 
ains ten  seeds  in  each  one;  flaxseed  con- 
tains about  405*3  linseed  oil,  , used  in  making 
paints  and  varnishes,  as  well  as  soaps, 
inks,  and  linoleum. 

According  to  the  official  mint  recor- 
ds of  the  London  Mint  (supplied  to  us  by 
LNA  member  John  Glynn),  work  on  the  5 litas 
was  begun  on  September  9»  1925»  and  ended 
on  October  21  of  that  year. 


Oklahoma 


A proof-like  example  of  the  5 litan  coin  is 
known  to  exist  in  a private  collection,  raising  the 
possibility  of  the  existence  of  a silver  presenta- 
tion/mint set,  which  would  most  likely  consist  of 
the  three  1925  silver  pieces:  1 litas,  2 litu,  emd 
the  5 litai.  A copper-aluminum  presentation/mint 
set  by  the  King's  Norton  Metal  Works  is  known  to 
exist.  This  special  5 litai  piece  has  been  given 
the  LNA-8a  designation.  We'd  appreciate  any  infor- 
mation from  our  readers  if  they  have  or  know  about 
a 1925  silver  presentation  set, 

TRENDS:  In  the  past  several  years,  Soviet  sai- 
lors have  been  bringing  hoards  of  Lithuanian  silver 
coins,  especially  the  5 litai  coins  of  1925  and 
1936,  and  selling  them  to  dealers.  Most  of  these 
are  in  VF-XF  condition.  This  author  has  seen  sev- 
eral, mostly  in  hoards  of  50  coins  or  so.  Still, 

The  price  has  remained  constant,  with  Uncirculated 
pieces  next  to  impossible  to  obtain  (true  UNO,  not 
"sliders").  Keeping  these  facts  in  mind,  these  are 
the  average  prices/trends  for  the  5 litai:  Fine: 
$/4^,  VF:  $/7;  XF:$.ev';  ^:$  UNO:  $ 7/^  . 

SURVEY 

Continuing  with  our  survey  of  the  known  serial  let- 
ters for  the  Ostrubel  & Ostmark  notes  (I916  & I918), 
we've  received  two  new  letters:  3 rubel,  add  0 and  U, 
We've  also  confirmed  the  letter  D for  the  10  rubel 
note.  Below  is  our  "running  total"  as  it  stands  now: 
Ostrubel,  Posen,  I916 

3 Rube Is:  ABCDEF,  HKMNOPQSTUVW  (Is  there  an  R?) 

10  Rube Is:  ABCDEF 

^^Os^mlrl!  Kowno,  I918 

1/2  Mark:  ABC 

1 Mark:  ABCDEF 

2 Mark:  ABC 

5 Mark:  ABCDEF 
20  Mark : ABODE 
50  Mark : ABCDEFG 
1,000  Mark:  A 

Remember,  the  success  of  the  LNA  depends  upon 
you.  We'll  be  waiting  for  your  letter  if  you  have 
any  different  than  those  listed  here,  Piease  enclose 
a photocopy  as  proof.  We  sincerely  thank  those 
who  have  responded  already. 


4.  TEST  STRIKE  SOLD 

At  the  Herbert  I.  Melnick  auction  held  during 
the  ”1^A"  weekend,  a 193^  10  Litij  "pattern"  (sic) 
was  auctioned  for  Sl60,  and  had  an  original  est- 
imate of  S200-t-,  It  was  lot  no.  5519*  Below  is  the 
description  as  appeared  in  the  catalog: 

LITHUANIA 


RARE  PATTERN 


5519  1938.  10  Litai  Silver  Pattern.  Type  of  Y.  14.  EF/AU. 

(Photo)  ($200-Up) 

Bust  of  President  Smetona/Emblem,  value,  date.  Excessively  rare,  only 
2 known  pieces.  Rotated  reverse,  180  degrees. 


Notice  they  say  "pattern,"  We  believe  this 
to  be  a test  strike,  as  upon  close  examination 
it  appeared  a regular  circulation  striking,  exc- 
ept for  the  rotated  reverse.  Out  of  the  other  2 
known  1938  10  litij's  with  a rotated  reverse,  one 
of  them  has  only  2 stars  on  the  edge,  instead  of 
the  normal  three.  This  one,  too,  we  consider  to 
be  a test  strike.  All  of  these  presumably  came 
from  a bag  of  Lithuanian  pattern  pieces  which 
was  put  on  the  numismatic  market  in  the  early 
1970 ’s. 


We  have  assigned  the  1938  "rotated  reverse" 
10  litij  test  strike  as  Lr'IA-l4a.  The  number  of 
stars  on  the  edge  we  consider  a quirk  which  sh- 
ould make  no  difference  in  the  classification/ 
numbering.  


The  Polish  Numis- 
matic Association  has 
struck  a medal  honor- 
ing the  "Relief  of  V- 
ienna,"  featuring  the 
bust  of  King  John  II 
Sobieski,  who  also 
ruled  Lithuania.  It 
was  struck  in  silver, 
dark  and  light  bronze 
The  obverse  also  bea- 
ris  a Lithuanian  Vytis 
smblem.  Ordering  info- 
rmation may  be  obtained 
from:  Arthur  Z.  Marquart,  P.O.  Box  1873,  Chicago 


111.  60690. 


THE  KNIGHT.  Volume  V,  No.  4,  Issue  ,^28.  The 
official  publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numisma- 
tic Association.  Prank  Passic, Tulsa,  OK,  LDITOR. 
Robert  J.  *-*ouchis,  Baltimore,  MD,  DIRECTOR.  Sub- 
script ion/raembership  to  Volume  V (6  issues)  a 
donation  of  $10  or  more  (U.S.  & Canada),  $20 
overseas.  Write:  LNA,  P.O.  Booc  6l2,  Columbia,  MD 

21045. 


MIS -ATTRIBUTED  ORDER  OF 
GEDIMINAS  SOLD 


I 


l.tTHHANIA 

289,  Order  of  Gediminasrummanders  Cross  (founded  1928);2)i- 

inch  (67.4  x 6.V  I mm)  silver,  gilt,  red-w  hitc  enamel.  Obv  gold 
openwork  L ithuanian  cross  (3  rays  each  arm)  with  silver 
saltire  in  angles,  each  with  inner  arm  of  white  enamel;  at  is  red 
diamond  with  silver  (iedi minus  columns  emblem  of  Klaipeda 
( Memel).  Rev  matte  givki.  diamond  at  center  with  I.ithuuniun 
independence  date,  Keb  16.  1918. 

VF-EF  S.325  00-.150.00 

In  addition  to  the  LNA  meeting,  the  Johnson  8e 
Jensen  auction  #22  was  held  on  Sunday,  Dec.  12., 
and  featured  a Lithuanian  Order  of  Gediminas,  lot 
No.  289.  The  above  description  is  taken  from  the 
catalog. 

Any  regular  reader  of  The  Knight  will  realize 
that  the  above  Order  is  mis-attributedl  They  have 
it  listed  as  a Commanders,  which  would  be  a 3rd 
class.  However,  the  67  x 63  mm,  size  instantly 
identifies  it  as  a Grand  Cordon,  or  1st  class! 

Also,  the  Columns  of  Gediminas  is  not  the  emb- 
lem of  Klaipeda,  but  the  emblem  of  Gediminas'  dy- 
nasty, representing  the  gates  of  Vilnius, 

This  is  the  first  Lith,  decoration  offered  to 
the  public  in  many  years.  We  feel  if  it  was  prop- 
erly attributed,  it  would  have  went  for  much  more 
than  it  did  ($350).  The  question  arises:  did  the 
successful  bidder  buy  it  as  a 3rd  class  award,  or 
did  secretly  know  it  was  a 1st  class  and  snap  it 
up?  Because  of  this  mis-attribution,  it  is  there- 
fore difficult  to  use  this  auction  as  a "trends 
setter."  Also,  the  ribbon  was  missing,  and  so  was 
the  star  which  accompanies  the  1st  class  award. 


Because  of  the  U^A  meeting  activities  and  the 
holidays,  we  are  unable  to  present  our  regular 
series  on  Lithuanian  military  orders  & decorat- 
ions, which  will  resume  in  the  next  issue. 

In  our  August-Beptember  issue  we  featured  an 
article  by  li^A  member  Jonas  Aygustinus  on  the  st- 
olen Lithuanian  coins  in  a Moscow  Museum.  From 
member  Paul  Kog  comes  this  added  information:  The 
Polish  and  Lithuanian  numismatic  holdings  of  the 
RUMYANTBOV  MUBEUM  were  published  in  the  mid  l890's 
, Two  catalogs  were  published  in  1893-96  by  V, 
Ulyanitsky  in  Moscow,  A set,  along  with  other  Ru- 
ssian works,  was  auctioned  in  Nov.  '8l  by  Botheby. 
Does  anyone  have  one  of  these  works?  Let  us  know! 


. PRICES... 

Continued  from  page  1 


A total  of  384  Lith,  circula- 
tion coins  were  offered  for  all 
14  coins  issued,  not  counting  3 
complete  sets.  This  compares  with 
680  Estonian  coins  of  their  22 
piece  set,  and  871  Latvian  coins 
of  their  25  piece  set,  offered 
during  the  same  period.  The  total 
number  of  coins  offered  was  too 
small  to  compare  with  mintage. 
Lith,  coins  are  offered  mostly  in 
VF  and  EF  grades,  since  they  had 
not  been  in  circulation  long  eno- 
ugh to  be  worn  to  Fine.  All  coins 
were  offered  in  UNC,  except  the 
1925  5 Litai.  The  EF  & AU  prices 
were  combined,  as  were  the  vari- 
ous UNC  descriptions  (Gem,  nice, 
sharp,  choice , etc , . . ) . 

The  main  conclusion  is  that 
U.S.  advertised  Lith,  coin  prices 
range  from  lows  that  are  about 
X/2  catalog  to  highs  of  about  2 
times  catalog,  a range  of  4 to  1, 
In  general,  the  averaa^ge  price 
for  most  Lith,  coins  exceeded  sl- 
ightly the  catalog  price,  which 
remained  the  same  from  I982  to 
1983.  Excepting  the  highest  grad- 
es, all  advertised  Baltic  coin 
prices  declined  somewhat  over  the 
last  year,  due  to  the  recession 
and  declining  silver  prices. 

The  average  prices  of  Latvian 
silver  and  nickel  coins  in  the  1- 
ower  grades  are  20-40%  lower  than 
catalog.  Most  bronze  1 santimi  ap- 
pear in  the  XF  grade  (by  the  U.S. 
system  which  has  a separate  AU 
grade.  The  European  XF  is  U.S.  AU) 
with  an  average  price  about  20% 
below  catalog,  Latvian  coins  gen- 
erally are  priced  lower  than  cat- 
alog, while  Lithuanian  coins  are 
generally  priced  higher.  Estonian 
coins  are  in  the  middle.  The  Kra- 
use catalog  started  pricing  a 4th 
grade  "Fine”,  but  for  the  Baltic 
States  it  would  be  more  useful  to 
have  a price  for  AU  instead.  This 
would  be  more  practical,  as  few 
coins  were  worn  down  to  Fine,  An 
AU  grade  would  reduce  the  confus- 
ion between  the  European  and  U.S. 
standards.  [Editors  note:  We  sure 
do  appreciate  articles  like  this! 
This  is  is  the  sort  of  thing 
that  keeps  the  LNA  going!  What  is 
YOUR  Special  area  of  interest? 


COINS  OF  THE  DUCHY  OF  WARSAW 

Continued  from  page  2... 


Above : 3 Grosze , 
1812.  G-2462 


Apathy  gripped  Lithuania,  but  hope  was  rekindled  with  Napol- 
eon's establishment  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  from  his  captured 
Prussian  and  Austrian  territories.  Napoleon  proclaimed  the  King 
of  Saxony,  Frederick  Augustus  I,  the  new  King  of  the  Duchy  of 
Warsaw,  and  appointed  Prince  Joseph  Pontiatowski,  the  nephew  of 
the  last  King  of  Poland  and  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania,  the  Minister 
of  War,  As  established,  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw 
included  the  former  Lithuanian  district  of 
Suvalkija  (Uznemune).  This  act  would  cont- 
inue Lithuanian  and  Polish  loyality  to  Na- 
poleon. Thousands  of  Lithuanians  crossed 
into  Suvalkija  and  served  in  the  government 
and  military  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw.  These 
Lithuanians  and  Poles  would  take  part  in 
the  disastrous  l8l2  Russian  Campaign  and 
later  the  I8l3-l8l4  French  Campaigns.  Sev 
ral  Lithuanians  also  served  in  Napoleon's 
miniature  army  in  exile  on  Elba  and  the 
final  1815  campaign. 

Of  interest  to  the  Lithuanian  numis- 
matist are  the  coins  issued  by  Frederick 
August  as  the  King  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  from  I8IO  to  l8l4.  These 
coins  in  copper  in  these  denominations:  1 grosze,  3 groszy,  and 
5 groszy.  In  silver  they  were  minted  in  the  denominations  of:  10 
groszy,  1/6  talara,  1/3  talara,  and  1 talary,  A 1 ducat  was  struck 
in  1812  and  l8l3»  minted  in  gold. 

The  lower  denominations  feature  an  obverse  of 
an  oval  crowned  shield  inside  a wreath.  The  shield 
is  divided  with  its  right  side  illustrating  the 
Saxon  Coat-of-Arms  of  King  Frederick  Augustus  and 
the  left  side  the  crowned  white  eagle  of  Poland. 

The  reverse  bears  the  coin  denomination  in  Polish 
and  the  date  of  issue.  The  large  denominations  fe- 
ature the  obverse  bust  of  King  Frederick  Augustus 
and  the  reverse  the  cited  oval  shield  with  date. 
With  Napoleon's  defeat  in  l8l4,  the  Duchy  of 
Warsaw  ceased  to  exist.  Under  the  conditions  of 
the  1815  Treaty  of  Vienna,  Czar  Alexander  I of 
Russia  agreed  to  establish  a token  Polish  state 
under  the  designation  of. the  Kingdom  of  Poland  with 
himself  as  it's  head.  Alexsuider  quickly  withdrew 
the  coins  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  and  replaced  them 
with  his  own  coinage  bearing  the  Imperial  Russian 
double-headed  eagle.  Though  the  coins  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  bear 
no  Lithuanian  design,  they  were  in  common  usage  in  the  district 
of  Suvalkija  and  therefore  linked  to  Lithuanian  history. 


Above : 
Ducat , 

G-2473 
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Continued  from  last  issue.,,. 

mould  a model  first  in  plaster  of  par is,  nor- 
mally 25  to  35  centimeters  in  diameter.  After 
that,  I cast  it  in  gypsum.  After  correcting  a 
few  spots,  I cast  it  in  bronze.  Such  a bronze 
model  can  be  brought  down  to  a desired  size 
using  a pantograph.  To  strike  a large  number 
of  medals,  the  foundry  will  prepare  suitable  s* 
ized  steel  negatives.  For  ray  own  collection, 
prepare  medal  models  the  cheaper  way.  By 
casting  the  medal  (and  not  stamping  it),  I 
produce  two  or  three  pieces  normally. 

Several  medals  in  ray  collection,  given  to 
me  by  the  foundry  [Hugenin  Brothers  of  LeLocle 
, Switzerland]  when  there  was  a greater  number 
of  medals  ordered,  are  of  gold,  each  of  about 
150  grams  in  weight.  Those  must  be  kept  in  a 
safe.  [Note:  Himsa  was  customarily  presented 
1 gold  medal  for  each  design  the  foundry  man- 
ufactured. It  is  known  that  on  one  occasion, 
Himsa  lost  his  belt  of  gold  medals.  It  was  as- 
sumed recovered.  However,  he  absent-mindedly 
left  one  of  the  gold  strikings  at  a private 
Vilnius  collector’s  residence  in  the  late 
1950’s,  It  remains  in  that  private  collection 
today.]  To  me,  that  is  not  a treasure,  but  ra- 
ther a loss.  To  sell  them  to  a bank  or  to  some 
dealer  would  seem,  somehow,  immoral.  And  I 
could  not  bear  to  see  them  in  the  hands  of  ba- 
rbarians. Rather,  I would  long  to  have  the 
gold  so  accursed,  as  did  the  seers  of  old, 
that  anyone  attempting  to  melt  it  into  earring 
, a filling  for  a tooth,  or  something  else, 
would  die  on  the  spot... Alas,  such  cursing 
power  I do  not  have  at  the  moment, 

I am  content  with  my  journey  into  the 
medallic  field,  first  of  all  because  I came 
into  an  empty  void.  It  was  unnecessary  to  step  on  anyone’s  heels,  and  no  one  stepped  on  mine.  And 
I believe  that  in  medals,  I most  surely  "found  myself,"  That  is,  my  style  developed  most  clearly: 
the  public  bent  to  speak  with  the  speech  of  ornaments,  exemplified  by  a realistically  ordered  basic 
portrait  (on  a medal,  bas  relief).  Ornamentation  in  my  work  is  not  disconnected  from  the  subject, 
from  the  entire  concept,  from  the  theme.  That  is  the  spiritual  language  of  my  actors,  their  habits 
and  fragments  of  their  souls,  as  I personally  felt  and  reacted  to  them.  That  quality  constitutes 
my  individualism. 

Before  long,  more  general  interest  was  aroused  in  my  medals.  In  1926  they  were  kindly  reviewed 
in  the  English  journal  "The  Graphic,"  which  reproduced  next  to  other  creations,  photographs  of  my 
medals,  "War  (Kovo)"  and  "Union  Desired  (Unijos  Nori)",  [Notice  these  medals  are  mentioned , but  in 
the  descriptive  section,  the  Communists  did  not  permit  them  to  be  discussed] . According  to  that 
journal,  my  medals  catch  the  historical  background  with  its  themes,  are  strong  in  their  form,  and 
my  sarcasm  is  sharp.  [Note:  Can  any  one  of  our  members  locate  that  article  for  usV] 

Almost  at  the  same  time  when  "The  Cambridge  Chronicle  and  University  Journal"  warmly  commen- 
ted upon  my  first  medal,  attention  was  aroused  in  the  USA  by  it  and  other  works  of  mine.  In  early 
1923  a small  collection  of  my  works  appeared  there.  Included  were  "The  Ploughman,"  "Grief,"  and 
others  cast  in  bronze.  Thereafter,  here  and  there  among  Lithuanians,  expositions  were  arranged. 

Soon,  even  ray  first  medal  reached  America.  It  received  attention.  On  that  occasion,  composer  Mikas 
Petrauskas  wrote:  "I  saw  your  medal  commemorating  the  6th  centennial  of  Vilnius,  Beautiful!  I was 
most  pleased  with  your  comment,  and  for  that,  bravo!"  And  that  comment  was:  "Vilnius — Lithuania’s 
Capital."  How  little  was  necessary  then! 

The  circle  of  Lithuauiians  interested  in  my  art  in  America  was  relatively  narrow.  But  soon, 
many  American  numismatists  and  medal  collectors  turned  their  attention  to  me,  as  did  the  widely 
active  American  Numismatic  Society,  established  in  1858*  Members  include  numismatic  specialists, 

TO  BE  CONTINUED  IN  THE  NEXT  ISSUE 

We  hope  you  are  enjoying  this  exclusive  translation.  Remember,  you  read  it  FIRST  in  The  Knight ! 


The  MEMOIRS  of  PETRAS  RIM§A 

INTRODUCTION 

The  conception  of  nature  and  art  are  the  two  most  com- 
phreheasive  genera  which  the  human  mind  has  formed. 

This  fact  can  be  applied  especially  to  the  works  of  Petras 
Rimsa  the  noted  Lithuanian  sculptor.  The  spirit  of  his  imagi- 
native creation  rests  entirely  upon  Lithuanian  national  art, 
In  his  works  we  distinguish  the  characteristics  of  famous  Lith- 
uanian wayside  crosses.  One  also  finds  simple  decorations 
used  by  the  Lithuanian  peasant  in  decorating  his  utensils  and 
farm  implements.  These  unpretentious  decorations  blend  har- 
moniously with  already  well-known  established  forms  of  art 
and,  furthermore,  it  is  not  difficult  to  discover  in  them  the 
trends  toward  unknown  and  unexplored  futurism. 

Some  of  his  works  like  the  “Knight”  or  “Grief”  appear  to 
have  an  orientalistic  influence,  but,  on  closer  observation,  it  is 
not  difficult  to  discover  the  principles  of  Lithuanian  national 
art  and  motives  known  to  a student  of  Lithuanian  rustic  art. 
His  “Ploughman”  is  a true  expression  of  realism,  and  his  num- 
eix)us  medallions  disclose  the  finesse  of  an  accomplished  artist. 

In  the  spirit  of  international  good  will  we  offer  this  exhibit 
to  the  American  public,  hoping  that  through  this  medium  we  will 
be  able  strengthen  the  ties  of  friendship  already  existing  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  Lithuania. 

A.  KALVAITIS 

Consul  for  Lithuania  at 
Chicago,  Illinois 

April  27,  1936. 

Above:  Introduction  to  the  Rimsa  Chicago  exhibit 
April  27 — May  6,  1936. 


TWO  HOARDS  IN  THE 
VILNIUS  REGION 


DOGS  ON  LITH.  NOTES 

By  Frank  Fassic 


By  Val  Matelis,  continued  from 
the  last  issue.  Based  upon  Povilas 
Karazija's  work,  "The  Coin  Hoards  of 
Aluona-Skleriai,  Kruminiai."  (19^1) 

Just  a short  time  prior,  in  July  19^9 
another  similar  find  had  been  made.  Jonas 
KasperaviSius , also  a farmer,  was  repai- 
ring the  road  between  Skleriai  and  Aluona 
(in  Rudi§kiai  County,  about  9 km  SW  of 
Old  Trakai,  and  about  10  km  from  New  Tra- 
kai,  east  of  the  Vilnius-Gardinas  R.R.) 
[Note:  at  this  time,  the  area  was  under 
Polish  occupation  and  administration], 
and  found  in  the  ground  a clay  pot.  Crac- 
king it  open,  he  found  in  it  some  of  the 
same  silver  pieces.  He  was  working  in  a 
group,  but  none  of  his  companions  recog- 
nized the  find,  or  knew  its  value.  So  he 
divided  up  the  coins  "as  a remembrance", 
and  brought  home  his  share,  carelessly 
permitting  his  children  to  play  with  them 
Some  time  later,  the  government  [Polish] 
learned  of  the  find,  and  ordered  the  peo- 
ple to  collect  the  pieces  and  deliver 
them  to  the  Vilnius  Palatinate  Conserva- 
tion Institute,  for  scientific  evaluatioix 
A well-informed  Vilnius  resident  rec- 
ognized that  they  were  indeed  medieval 
coins,  and  collected  them  from  the  local 
farmers,  accummulating  about  150  speci- 
mens, He  later  distributed  them  to  var- 
ious enthusiasts,  and  to  those  interested 
in  Lithuania's  past, 

Karazija  had  access  to  both  hoards, 
and  analyzed  them  carefully.  He  found  all 
to  be  different.  That  is,  because  of  the 
lack  of  precision  instruments,  medieval 
coins  could  not  reproduce  as  is  done  to- 
day, But  they  all  had  the  Knight  (a  very 
poor  effigy)  galloping  to  the  right  (op- 
posite the  stance  used  today)  on  one  side, 
and  the  Columns  of  Gediminas  (which  Kar- 
azija calls  the  Mast  Portals)  on  the  oth- 
er. Prague  groschen  were  also  found  in 
both  hoards. 

His  analysis  indicated  that  the  coins 
were  produced  by  slicing  the  flans  from 
a silver  "rope,"  In  those  days,  the  gov- 
ernment would  supply  a silver  bar  of 
known  weight  and  require  that  the  mint 
produce  a certain  number  of  coins  from  it. 
After  the  coins  were  struck,  they  would 
be  weighed  en  masse,  to  coincide  with  the 
weight  of  the  bar,  and  then  counted.  The 
first  step,  then,  would  be  to  draw  the 
bar  out  into  a rope-like  shape,  the  width 
and  breadth  of  the  future  flans.  Then  it 
would  be  easier  to  cut  and  fashion.  This 
CONTINUED  ON  THE  NEXT  PAGE 


Recently  there  was  an  article  by  V.J.  Jordan  on  dogs 
appearing  on  world  banknotes,  in  the  International  Bank 
Note  Society  Journal.  This  writer  checked  his  collection 
of  Lithuanian  banknotes  and  found  that  there  are  two  dif 
ferent  Lithuanian  banknotes  that  have  dogs  on  them: 


The  first,  illustrated  above,  is  the  P-15, l6,  17  1922 
November  (Lapkr.)  l6  5 Litai,  designed  by  artist  Adomas 
Varnas.  On  the  obverse  side,  there  appears  an  ornamental 
roof  above  the  depiction  of  the  sower.  At  each  pointed 
end  of  the  roof  appears  the  head  of  a dog;  in  this  case 
it  is  surmised  to  be  a wolf,  a legendsiry  animal  in  Lith- 
uanian folklore. 

The  second,  illustrated  below,  is  the  P-26  1929  5 lit- 
ai commemorative  banknote,  commemorating  the  500th  anniv- 
ersary of  the  death  of  Vytautas  the  Great.  On  the  reverse 
side,  depicted  is  artist  J.  Styka's  creation,  "The  Oath 
of  Vytautas."  The  original  painting  still  is  on  display  at 
the  former  Vytautas  the  Great  Cultural  Museum  in  Kaunas. 

In  the  lower  left  of  the  painting,  under  the  horses,  ap- 
pears two  hounds! 

This  writer  has  notified  Mr.  Jordan  of  their  existence, 
and  he  is  including  these  Lithuanian  notes  in  a future  li- 
sting of  doggy  currency. 


FOR  SALE: 


"POSTAGE  STAMPS  OF  LITHUANIA"  should  be  on  your  book- 
shelf! This  profusely  illustrated,  237  page,  hard  covered 
book  is  an  authoritative  source.  Published  in  1978  by 
the  New  York  Lithuanian  Philatelic  Society,  Expand  your 
collecting  area  to  include  postage  stamps  of  Lithuania. 
Available  postpaid  for  Sl6,50  from  book  editor  and  LNA 
member,  C,  Matuzas,  107-33  117th  St.,  Richmond  Hill, 

N.Y.  11419. 

[Editor's  note:  T>iis  book  should  be  on  the  shelf  of 
every  Lithuanian  collector.  In  addition  to  Mr,  Mat- 
uzas, Vince  Alones  also  had  a part  in  it's  public- 
ation, ] 


8.  LETTERS... 

I am  delighted  to  see  an  organi- 
zation catering  to  the  numismatics 
of  the  Baltic  States  region.  Over  thf 
last  year  I have  had  the  pleasure  of 
dealing  in  many  numismatic  items  from 
Estonia,  Latvia,  and  Lithuania. 

I noticed  in  the  news  section  of 
your  Aug-Sep  issue  your  dissatisfac- 
tion of  the  Standard  Catalog  of  Wor- 
ld Coins  placing  the  Baltic  States 
under  the  USSR  section.  I will  write 
to  Colin  Bruce  of  Krause  Publications 
to  enter  my  protest  of  this  policy, 
as  I've  noticed  similar  disatisfac- 
tion among  my  customers  & other 
dealers,  not  to  mention  myself. 

— Maxon  R.  Stouder,  Rare  Coins  & 
Currency.  P.O.  Box  7125t  San  Jose, 
California  95150. 

[Editor's  note:  Mr.  Stouder  is  a 
professional  dealer  who  has  joined 
the  LNA.  We  are  printing  hig  busin- 
ess address  here  for  those  interes- 
ted in  obtaining  a price  list  of  his 
Baltic  material.  Specify  what  coun- 
try and  what  you  are  interested  in.] 


I collect  coins  of  the  Baltic  St- 
ates, Courland,  and  Livonia.  Could 
you  send  me  information  on  the  LNA? 
--M.  Ravot  Gaston,  FRANCE. 


Dealer  in  Quali^  Karc  C<Mns 
Lithuanian  & Polish 
WRITE: 


TWO  HOARDS 


Continued  from  last  page... 


initial  step  probably  was  done  elsewhere  than  at  the  mint.  At 
the  point  of  incision,  a flatness  resulted,  while  the  rest  of 
the  coin  remained  arc-like.  This  flatness  is  observable  in  all 
specimens. 

However,  the  individual  coins  varied  both  in  weight  and  in 
diameter.  Some  of  the  heavier  pieces  were  almost  twice  as  hea- 
vy as  the  lightest.  Karazija's  report  showed  there  were  three 
distinct  varieties  among  these  hoards.  On  Variety  A,  an  "L” 
is  found  in  various  positions  around  the  Columns.  On  Variety  B, 
what  appears  to  be  a comma  or  the  letter  "V"  can  be  seen  insi- 
de the  Columns,  and  in  Variety  C,  the  letter  "K"  is  present.  It 
turns  out  that  the  coins  were  from  two  rulers.  Grand  Duke  Ke- 
stutis (Variety  C),  and  Grand  Duke  Vytautas  (Varieties  A & B) , 
although  Karazija  backed  off  on  making  solid  conclusions. 

Jonas  K.  Karys,  in  his  book  Ancient  Lithuanian  Currencies  , 
discusses  Karazija's  study  frequently  in  his  book.  Karys  howe- 
ver, straightened  the  mess  out  and  properly  identified  the 
sequence  and  ruler  under  which  the  coins  were  minted  under. 
Karys  also  properly  identified  the  Cyrillic  letter  "B"  meaning 
"V  for  Vytautas,  which  Kar'azija  mentions,  but  doesn't  classify 
as  a variety  in  itself. 

The  final  question  is,  when  were  these  hoards  buried?  Making 
allowance  for  the  varied  degree  of  wear  on  the  recovered  coins, 
and  comparing  them  with  the  Prague  groshes,  which  were  struck 
before  l407^ (after  which  a new  type  of  legal  grosh  was  issued), 
the  Aluona-Skleriai  hoard  could  have  been  consigned  to  the  ear- 
th by  its  owner  in  l4l0,  while  the  Kruminiai hoard,  containing 
much  later  specimens  , some  even  in  near  mint  state,  could  have 
been  buried  in  1432  to  1435.  Reasons  for  burying  were  evident 
in  both  cases.  The  various  campaigns  of  Vytautas  could  have 
accounted  for  the  first  burial,  and  the  conflicts  between  the 
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brothers  Svytrigaila  and  Sigismund  for  the  latter  burial. 

[We  hope  you  have  enjoyed  this  summary  by  Val,  We'll  be 
making  an  announcement  later  in  the  year  about  this  important 
Lithuanian  numismatic  work  by  Karazija.] 


Karl  Stcpbeps,  li>c. 


Karl  Srcphcns 


Post  Office  Box  45H 
Temple  City.  Ca  91780 


ANA  57209 
21  3 445-8154 


WANT  ADS 

FOR  SALE;  1-13  1956  10  Litu  coin. 
(Vytautas)  in  XF-AU.  $25.  Val 
Matelis,  1127  Sevilla  Ave,  Coral 
Gables,  Florida  33154. 

WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS  ARE  FREE 
TO  LNA  MEMBERS! 

FOR  SALE:  Vilnius  Jewish  ambul- 
ance/first aid  revenue  stamps,  10  & 
20  kp.  set.  Dated  1912,  shown  is 
horse-drawn  cart,  and  the  Lithuanit 
Vytis,  with  Star  of  David  below.  $6 
Frank  Passic,  1524-B  E.  60th  St.  Apl 

4-G,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  74105. 

• • • 

Want/For  Sale  ads  are  a FREE 
service  to  LNA  members.  List  your 
items  for  sale  or  needed  here! 


GOLLEGTOR’S  DEE 


ill  & Mary  Anne  Randel 

P.  O.  Box  173 
Hatboro,  Pa.  19040 

(215)  675  - 8969 
We  have  recently  purchased 
ithuanian  coins  which  we  can 
rices  listed  below; 

Y-8  1925  5 litai.  Nice  average  circulated.  Minimum  AVF. 

$10  each.  (5)  for  $27.00 

Y-12  1956  5 litai.  Nice  average  circulated.  Minimum  AVF, 
$9  each.  (5)  for  $24,00 

TERMS ; Please  include  payment  with  order  and  include 
$1.00  extra  for  postage  and  insurance.  FULL 
REFUND  if  not  satisfied,  for  any  reason. 

Paid  Ad.  Mention  Knight  when  ordering. 


in  Europe  a quantity  of 
now  make  available  at  the 


